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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



Virginia Historical Society 



Annual Meeting held December 20th, 1898. 



The annual meeting of the Virginia Historical Society was 
held in the Society's Building, Tuesday evening, December 20, 
at 8:30 P. M. 

In the absence of President Bryan, Mr. Virginius Newton, 
one of the Vice-Presidents of the Society, presided, and read 

THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT. 

To the Members of the Virginia Historical Society : 

The Executive Committee of your Society has the honor to 
submit the following as their annual report for the. past year : 

The new members which have been elected since the last 
report ,have been one hundred and fourteen as against ninety- 
three for the preceding year. But the losses by death and resig- 
nation, inctuding some who died before the last annual report 
and were not included in that report, make our membership now 
seven hundred and five. 

The Treasurer's report for the year ending November 12, 
1898, is as follows : 
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Receipts. 

By balance on hand November 6, 1898 $ 226 83 

Dues 3,010 67 

Magazine 201 17 

Books 103 35 

Life Membership 50 00 

A. P. V. A. Gifts 100 00 

Interest . 99 60 

Advertising 98 50 

$3,890 1* 

Expenditures. 

Repairs- • » $ 331 12 

Salaries 1,618 6a 

Extra Services 118 69 

Janitor 240 00 

Printing 991 45 

Postage 99 18 

Insurance 52 50 

General Expenses 25106 

$3,702 62 

Balance in Bank 187 50 

$3,890 12 



We have met all expenses and carried forward a balance very 
nearly equal to that of last year. The permanent fund is now 
$2,300 in cash in the State Bank of Virginia, and $100 of Vir- 
ginia State three per cent, bonds. 

Additions to Library. 

Four hundred and ninety -six pamphlets and books were added 
to our library during the year 1898. Among these the following 
were gifts : 

"History of Burning of Richmond Theatre," presented by 
Dr. G. A. Taber. 

" Collins' Life of Clay," 3 vols., presented by G. W. Ranck, 
of Lexington, Ky. 

"Laws of Virginia, 1833," captured at Battle of Fredericks- 
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burg and sent back by Mr. H. E. Deals, who obtained it from 
Library of Harmony, N. J. 

"Bernal Diaz," History of Mexico, Lexington Edition, pre- 
sented by W. H. Parker. 

" Balch's Letters and Papers, relating to the Pioneer History 
of Pennsylvania," by Mr. Edward Balch, of Philadelphia. 

" Life of Carroll," presented by the author, Miss Kate Mac- 
son Rowland. 

American Almanac, 1859, presented by N. V. Vance. 

Gov. Garrard and his Descendants, by Mrs. Anna R. De 
Cognets. 

"Willis Family- of Virginia," presented by Byrd Charles 
Willis. 

" Hord Genealogy," by Rev. A. H. Hord. 

' ' Memorials of the Reading, Howell, Yerkes, Watts, Latham, 
and Elkins Families," by Josiah Granville Leech, of Phila- 
delphia. 

' ' The Religious Element in the Settlement of Jamestown in. 
1607," by R. S. Thomas. 

" History of the Blair, Bannister, and Braxton Families," by 
Fred. C. Horner, M. D., U. S. A. 

" Memoires d'une Famille Huguenote," par Jacques Fontaine. 

"The Order Book of Charles City Co., 1858-62," given by 
Barnwell Rhett Heyward, of Albany, N. Y. 

"The Magna Charta Barons and their Descendants," pre- 
sented by the author, C. H. Browning, of Philadelphia. 

' ' Decennial Register of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of 
the Revolution 1 , 1888-98," presented by the Society. 

Pictures. 

The following portraits were presented in 1898 : 

Photographs of the Mosely Family, given by Mr. Henry Cor- 
nick, of Norfolk. Some of these are of persons who antedate 
the settlement of Virginia. 

Copy of Portrait of Washington in Phillipie collection, gift of 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts. 



VI VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

Water Color Portrait of Dr. W. P. Palmer, presented by Mrs. 
George Ben Johnston. 

Engraving of Judge Upshur, presented by Beverly T. Crump. 

Photograph of the "Sabine Hall," portrait of King Carter, 
presented by P. P. Carter. 

Photograph of portrait of " Nicholas Ferrer," presented by 
Mrs. Isabella H. Farrer, of St. Louis, who also gave a copy of 
the brass tablet on his tomb. 

Engraved portraits of Secretary Claiborne and John Herbert 
Claibbrne ; also, photograph of old Chapel at Cleburne, West- 
moreland, the burial place of the Claibornes, presented by Dr. 
J. H. Claiborne, of New York. 

Manuscripts. 

The following manuscripts were presented in 1898 : 

Deed signed by Gov. Nicholson, given by Mr. E. C. Mayo. 

"The Carrington Commissions," loaned by Cullen Carring- 
ton, Esq. 

Record begun June 18, 1863 — December 10, 1863, given by 
N. V. Vance. 

An unpublished Manuscript, entitled William Gilmore Sims, a 
review critique, by John Esten Cooke, presented by Orville J. 
Victor, of New York. 

Loan from Mrs. Dr. Lewis Minor, Norfolk, with permission 
to copy, the Will and Inventory of Robert (King) Carter, and 
of several of his letter books, containing a large number of let- 
ters. 

Annual Address. 

The Society has been fortunate enough to enlist the interest of 
the Honorable William L. Wilson, President of Washington and 
Lee University, so far as that our annual address will be delivered 
by him at some day in the future convenient to Mr. Wilson, of 
which due notice will be given. 

The regret which was generally felt at the absence of Colonel 
William Preston Johnson last year, makes the expectation of 
Mr. Wilson's presence with us the more gratifying. 
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The character of the Magazine has been well maintained, and 
due to the labors of our Corresponding Secretary and the Com- 
mittee on Publication, who have given much time and attention 
to the selection of material for the Magazine. We incorporate 
their report to the Executive Committee of their proposed pub- 
lications during the coming year, as the best statement of what 
the readers of the Magazine may expect. They say : 

The Publication Committee appreciates the fact that during 
the past five years the best work of this Society, and what has 
gaiaed for our Magazine its present high reputation, has been 
the printing of unpublished documents relating to the history of 
Virginia. The frequent use which has been made of our pages 
by recent historical and biographical writers, especially in the 
instance of Mr. Fiske's very valuable " Old Virginia and her 
Neighbors," is the best commentary on the work which has been 
done, and its highest compliment. The Committee intends 
during the coming year to use every effort to sustain the char- 
acter which has been gained by this class of work, and even, 
when possible, to improve on it, by careful selection, editing and 
printing. In the future, as in the past, printing unpublished 
documents shall be the chief object of those who direct the Mag- 
azine. 

The Committee has adopted the following plan for publica- 
tion during 1898-9 : Without making any iron-bound, or in- 
variable rule, it is intended in general to publish two series of 
documents covering different periods, so that the interest of the 
Magazine may be as diversified as possible. One series will 
comprise the early portion of the 17th century, beginning in 
1617 (for practically all valuable documents of an earlier period 
have been already published in various historical works, or in 
our Magazine), and the second series will begin in 1700. Very 
few documents relating to this latter period — the early part of 
the 18th century — are in print, or at all generally accessible, and 
this portion of our publication will, it is believed, be of special 
interest, as the period was one of rapid growth in population and 
wealth. 
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The documents to be used in these two series will be either 
copies in full from what are known as the McDonald, Dejarnett, 
and Windsor copies from the British Public Record Office — now 
in the Virginia State Library — or the admirable series of very 
full abstracts, by the late W. N. Sainsbury, from the same collec- 
tion of records, which are also in the State Library. These 
documents consist of letters from governors, councils, secretaries 
of State, and other officers in Virginia, to the English govern- 
ment ; addresses of assemblies, and other papers eminating from 
the Colony ; and accounts of the proceedings of the various 
branches of the English government relating to Virginia; letters 
to governors, commissions, instructions, etc. 

In addition to the above, use will be made of unpublished 
papers remaining in the Virginia Archives, also relating to the 
early 18th Century. Among these are several letters from Col- 
onel Blakiston, resident agent for Virginia in England; a paper 
in relation to Virginia volunteers who went to the assistance of 
North Carolina in 1715; several statements in regard to Negro 
plots; papers showing the manner of rendition of criminals be- 
tween the colonies; a letter from Richard Lee, in 1701, relating 
to the establishment of a post between Virginia and Maryland; 
a number of depositions relating to the burning of William and 
Mary College in 1705, and other letters and papers throwing 
light on the history of the Colony and people of Virginia. 

Among the miscellaneous documents which will be used in 
whole or in part during the year, are journals of the Council sit- 
ting as upper house of Assembly, which are of great interest as 
showing (in the absence of the journals of the Burgesses), the 
independence of feeling and action among the representatives of 
the people; a complete journal of the House of Burgesses, 1685; 
a number of letters of Robert (" King") Carter; of members of 
the Baylor family ; and (it is hoped), several letters of the sec- 
ond Colonel William Byrd; and also several unpublished letters 
of Washington and Jefferson; several letters of Rochambeau, 
and a contemporary English translation of the capitulation 
granted Washington at Fort Necessity in 1754. It was in this 
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capitulation that the French charged that Washington confessed 
the "murder" of a French officer. The Ludwell, Lee, Adams, 
Randolph, Robinson, and Massie manuscripts in our collection, 
will also be drawn upon as heretofore. Among the miscellaneous 
papers which may be used during the coming year, is a refer- 
ence list of all obituaries and death notices in the Richmond 
newspapers from 1782 to 1825, now in the State Library. This 
list was compiled some time ago by the present editor of the 
Magazine. 

It is also intended that the history of the Revolution and of 
the Virginia troops in that war shall receive due attention, and 
a number of unpublished muster rolls are now on hand. There 
is no complete roster of the regular troops of Virginia in the 
Revolution, but from the records in the Land Office; volumes of 
pay-rolls now in the State Library; the printed reports of John 
Hill Smith, Commissioner, to the Virginia Legislature; and the 
works of Heitman and Saffell, a fairly full list can be obtained. 
In regard to the Virginia militia, however, there remains but 
little information, and as the militia was frequently, and in con- 
siderable force, in service, great injustice has been done by the 
lack of information concerning this class of troops. The North- 
ern States include militia in the statement of their quotas, and in 
this way claim to have furnished more men than Virginia. There 
is in the State Library a manuscript book, of moderate size, la- 
beled " Militia," and containing accounts of payments for mili- 
tia services during the first two or three years of the war. These 
give the names of several hundred officers, and most frequently 
state the county they were from. It is the intention of the Com- 
mittee to commence the publication of this book in the Magazine 
at once. Besides their historic value, these records will be of 
great use to persons desiring to become members of the various 
Revolutionary societies. 

It is furthermore intended to make the Magazine during the 
coming year, of greater interest than ever to the students of ge- 
nealogy; and especially shall the department of genealogical 
notes and queries receive careful attention. While it is impos- 
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sible, and is not desirable, to mark out a list of genealogies for 
the whole year, yet a number of greater or less extent have been 
determined upon. The Baylor and Parker genealogies will be 
concluded, and accounts of the families of Fitzhugh, Skipwith, 
Spotswood, Payne of Goochland, Withers, Hopkins, Washing- 
ton of Southampton, Talbott of Bedford, Johnson of Louisa, 
Wise, Savage, Pryor, etc. , will be given. As materials for ge- 
nealogy, as well as illustrating social and economic history, the 
publication of copies and abstracts of old wills will be continued; 
and as material for genealogy and biography, there will be pub- 
lished a full list of the marriage bonds of Amelia county, and 
partial lists of those of Richmond, King George, Fauquier, 
Goochland, Brunswick, Cumberland, Chesterfield and Lunen- 
burg counties, and alsb legthy extracts from the parish registers 
of St. Paul's, Stafford (now King George); Famham, Rich- 
mond county; and St. Stephen's, in Northumberland — none of 
which are in the collection at the Episcopal Theological Semi- 
nary. 

The fact that the Society has in past years printed in the Mag- 
azine, historical documents of an early date; has rendered it a 
matter of course that the scene of events treated of should be 
chiefly in Eastern Virginia. It is the earnest desire of the Com- 
mittee, that in the future, without in any way abandoning the 
policy of publication which has been pursued, more attention 
shall be paid to the history of the Western portion of the State, 
and that of the Scotch-Irish and German elements, which so 
largely composed its population. We solicit additions of any 
sort to our manuscript collections, which will furnish information 
on these subjects, and from which selections may be made for 
publication. 

The department of book reviews will also receive careful at- 
tention. 

The Committee desires to express its obligations to the Hon. 
J. T. Lawless, Secretary of the Commonwealth; and to Mr. W. 
W. Scott, State Librarian, for permission to publish documents, 
and for courtesies received. 
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Records of the Virginia Company. 

In our last report we stated that the State had completed the 
copying of the minutes of the London Company, now in the 
possession of the Society, and that Mr. John Russell Young, 
Librarian of the Congressional Library in Washington, had con- 
sented that this copy should be collated with the Collingwood 
Manuscript in the Congressional Library, at their expense. Our 
copy was sent to Washington for collation, but to our great re- 
gret we received a letter from Dr. Friedenwald, who is in charge 
of the Department of Manuscripts, stating that he had spent as 
much as an hour and a half attempting to collate one page of 
the records but found so many variations that it would be cheaper 
to have an entirely new transcript of the Congressional copy 
made than to attempt to collate the old, and that to his surprise 
he found that the copy sent by the State of Virginia was evidently 
from a different manuscript. 

This is remarkable in as much as our copy like that in Wash- 
ington extends from April 28, 1619 to June 7, 1624. As to the 
history of our copy, we know nothing except that it was found 
in the library of John Randolph of Roanoke by his Executor, 
Judge William Leigh who deposited it with Conway Robinson, 
Esq., Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Virginia His- 
torical Society, whose executors delivered it to us some years 
after Mr. Robinson's death. 

This is a striking instance of the errors which may crop into 
successive copies of the same manuscript and is certainly a warn- 
ing against giving implicit faith to the accuracy of what purports 
to be a copy. 

Among those who were lost to the Society by death during 
past year were : Col. Thomas H. Ellis, a Virginian devoted to 
her history and traditions, and Mr. E. M. Burwell, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., both of whom were life members. Col. John B. Cary, 
Dr. F. T. Willis, and James W. Allison, all of Richmond ; R. 
G. H. Keen, of Lynchburg ; Dr. J. D. Moncure, of Williams- 
burg ; Hon. R. T. W. Duke, of Charlottesville ; Judge B. T. 
Gunter, of Accomac ; Henry W. Hobson, of Denver, Col. ; Dr. 
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R. C. M. Page, of New York ; and the Right Rev. J. H. D. 
Wingfield, of California. 

Change of Secretaries. 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee in September the 
resignation of Mr. Philip A. Bruce, who for six years has been 
the Corresponding Secretary of this Society and editor of its 
Magazine, was tendered and accepted. Mr. Bruce's plan of 
literary work involved his going to Europe for a protracted stay, 
and the Society was compelled to lose his valuable services. 
Having been the editor of the Magazine since its revival, such 
measure of success as it has achieved has been due to his ability 
and energy, qualities which he has exemplified in works which 
have obtained the approval of scholars and historians throughout 
the land. 

The Society was fortunate in securing in Mr. Bruce's place the 
services of Mr. W. G. Stanard, who has devoted much time to 
the study of Virginia history and its antiquities, and who has 
been zealous and successful in the promotion of the Society's 
interest in the brief time in which he has discharged the duties 
of Corresponding Secretary. We doubt not from what has 
already been said in this report that the excellent character of 
the magazine will be maintained and that the affairs of the Society 
will be diligently guarded. 

Joseph Bryan, 

December 20th, 1898. President. 

The report was on motion received. 

Election of Officers. 

The next business was the election of officers for the ensuing 
year, and on motion of Mr. E. P. Valentine, the chairman was 
directed to appoint a committee of three to present nominations. 

The committee consisting of Messrs. E. P. Valentine, Frank 
P. Brent and Rev. Wm. Meade Clarke, reported the following 
nominations : 
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President — Joseph Bryan. 

Vice-Presidents — J. L. M. Curry, Washington, D. C. ; Archer 
Anderson and Virginius Newton, Richmond, Va. 

Corresponding Secretary and Librarian — William G. Stanard, 
Richmond, Va. 

Recording Secretary — R. L. Traylor, Richmond, Va. 

Treasurer — Robert T. Brooke, Richmond, Va. 

Executive Committee — Lyon G. Tyler, Williamsburg, Va. ; E. 
V. Valentine,. C. V. Meredith, Barton H. Wise, B. B. Munford, 

R. H. Gaines, W. H. Palmer, D. C. Richardson, Richmond, 
"Va. ; E. W. James, Norfolk, Va. ; Charles W. Kent, University 

of Virginia; E. C. Venable, Petersburg, Va. ; Armistead C. 

Gordon, Staunton, Va. 

The gentlemen nominated were elected unanimously. 

Mr. J. S. More offered a motion, which was adopted, directing 
the Executive committee to inquire into the practicability of print- 
ing a catalogue of the books and pamphlets in the possession of 
the Society. 

Then, on motion, the meeting adjourned. 
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